
Illustrator Symbols + Layers =
Perfect Structure for Responsive

SVG!
Work Smarter, Not Harder, in Illustrator

• • •
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W eb graphics can exist in a variety or formats, including PNG, JPG, GIF, and SVG.

SVG (scalable vector graphics) are unique to this list because they define artwork

using mathematics instead of pixels. I typically refer to SVG as the “EPS of the

web,” because they offer the same resolution-independent flexibility as EPS does for print

design.

SVG files are actually XML files, capable of including the math needed to draw the graphics,

as well as define symbols, create groups, and even define CSS rules. CSS (cascading style

sheets) is the technology that affords us the ability layout and style a web page.

Illustrator provides unparalleled support for the SVG format, including the ability to create

symbols, groups, IDs, and precise vector definitions of your artwork.

From Illustrator to SVG
Illustrator symbols provide a way to define artwork that can be reused throughout your

Illustrator document. When you edit any one symbol, all of the symbols in your document

are updated as well. This provides an efficient way to reuse artwork throughout multiple

artboards.

Layers provide you with the ability to organize your layouts and artwork, with the added

benefit of controlling the stacking order. While layers have been in Illustrator for many years,
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